experience is typical. From Mulago Hospital, Kampala, an early report3 was followed by progressively larger series,4 5 culminating in a review of no less than 404 patients with classical RA, the largest series by far to come out of Africa. 6 Rheumatoid arthritis appeared as a mild disorder with few extra-articular features, low morbidity, and low seropositivity in the earlier reports of 39 and 65 patients. 4 For the future, development of optimum sets of criteria for use in rural communities of Africa and elsewhere in developing countries is desirable. These could be applied to compare the prevalence of RA in members of similar tribal groups living in their traditional homeland with the prevalence in those who have become established city dwellers. Perhaps these and other studies will be encouraged by the expansion of rheumatological expertise throughout subSaharan Africa.32 33 
